PRO BONO LAW

ONTARIO

LGWYEI'S help th ousands each year partnershxp witt _PBLO to improve access to Justtce for '. ‘
: : low-mcome and thsadvantaged peoplc as well asthe

‘through pro bono pro]ects

Each year, lawyers provide’ their time and effort to
numerous, worthy prOJects both within and outside of

their profession. In fact , many prov1de countless hours of -
B _school as a result of cond1t10ns such as Attenhon Deﬂmt A

o Hyperactmty D1sorder as well as those with behav1our
that is symptomatic of physical and intellectyal | _' S
_' _ d18ab111t1es bullymg and harassment, and ﬂlegal B

volunteer service within their own commumtles, while .
others lend their legal experttse to the pubhc through
orgamzatlons like Pro Bono Law Ontano (PBLO)

‘Hundreds’ of lawyers across the province register -
thousands of pro bono hours annually to help ensure
that people have access to legalrrepresentauon_ And in
‘acknowlédgement of the benefits this work provides to

the public, many Taw firms now have pro bono policies - L

and are counting pro bono t1me towards their lawyers’
billable hours. ‘ :

Since it was launched i in 2002 PBLO has been

working to promote a pro bono culture in Ontario and to -
develop and broaden the pro bono capacity of the pnvate '

bar. Today, lawyers from many 1aw ﬁrms Work in

commumu and charitable orgamzahons that serve them

These gIOng efforts 111c1ude the Child Advocacy
PI‘O_]eCt Whlch prov1des access to lawyers at no cost to
children a.nd thelr families ‘who are havmg problems in

expuls1on In 2007 lawyers mvolved in thlS venture L

helped the pro_]ect s'300th child protect thelr nght to a
3 quahty educat1on in Ontario. -~ -

PBLO develops 1nnovat1ve programmmg such as
urban renewal projects that focus on sustamable e

o redevelopmcnt of underserved nelghbourhoods PBLO
~ has also recently developed a new prOJect with’ Slck Klds
: Hosp1ta1 called the Medlca1~Lega1 Parmershlp for-
Chlldren (MLPC) This is an 1nnovat1ve model of pat1ent

, care whereby legal advocacy and legal serv1ce dehvery
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are incorporated into clinical practice. Pediatric clinicians
- doctors, nurses and social workers — are trained in legal

advocacy ther refer low-income patient families for legal

services through an on-site co- ordmatmg lawyer PBLO .
has recrulted two large law firms to prov1de a wide range :
of legal semces to patrents and their famlhes through thrs
'prOJect

- PBLO also launched the Small Clarms Duty Counsel
Pro Bono Project a year ago to help unrepresented '
litigants attending Small Claims Court in North York.’
Over the past year, Iawyers volunteermg wrth the project
have helped more than 1,100 people, by actmg as free
duty counsel: They provide’ litigants with summary
advice, represent them at trials, ; hearings and settlement ‘

' conferences and even help them complete court forms ‘

“Law Help Centre” Launched
Asa result of the success of the Small Clanns Pro_]ect

" PBLO has just launched the “Law Help Centre” at .
. Superior Court at 393 Umver51ty Avenue in Toronto.

Des1gned as a self- help initiative, it is a two-year pllot
‘program to support low-income unrepresented htrgants
who have the ability to represent themselves, with
nnnnnal legal- assistance. Through the program, people :
will be provrded w1th mformatron about court procedures

“and processes = and pro bono legal assistance, if they

quahfy

Located on the ground ﬂoor of the courthouse the
centre is open Monday to Fnday, from 9'a.m. to 5 p.m.,
“and makes available procedural mformatron form
completron assistance duty counsel assistance, as well as
referrals to addrtronal TESOUKCES; for those that need it. -

" PBLO has worked with the Mlmstry of the Attorney
_General, members of the judiciary, court staff and pro .
. bono lawyers to prepare all the necessary 1nformat10n for E
’ -the centre : : :

PBLO has also developed a roster of pro bono duty

‘ -counsel lawyers who provide up to 30 mrnutes of pro
___bono assrstance to each 11t1gant

- “The legal culture has changed qurte a b1t srnce we

‘started the organization,” says Lynu Burns, PBLO
R Executlve Dirgctor. “We're very pleased that so many law
- firms have: stepped up to the plate by. adopting pro bono

pohcres and are donatmg lawyers® time, to these importait.

* projects. The response to our calls for assistance with -
. projects like the Law Help Centre hasbeen ‘

’ '-overwhehmng You can tell that the profession at every -

- level is commrtted to 1mprovmg access to Justrce in-

' Ontano : : : :

For more mforrnatron about PBLO and its many

' 1mtrat1ves v1s1t WHw pro arg
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